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INDIANAPOLIS, JAN. §

To Correspondents.

E. &, RBome—Yours of the 25th wit. was received on the lith inst.
We cannot furnish the Tri weekly as you desire, Lhe back numbers
belag exhsustad. The sexidon ls also nse oear the clom. Fleaw
juivum us what 1o do v il the deiler. Suppose you try the Week'y
wi1 monthae’

1. 8, Colusbus —That ““ engmving " does nol amount to much,
baing only & “ capal profite.” We don’s know what wili be done
in the premises, but will * keep cur eye on you.™ Why don™t you
“lake the papers? ™

Constiitntionnl Relform.

Although it scems to be decided, that no convention
siall be called at present, lo revise the constitution of
this State, we yet feel disposed to call publie attention
to some reforms, which we regard as desiruble.

Cur viewsof the representative character of the Judi-
ciary department, have been given in & previous arti-
cle. That this representative character may be effec-
tually maintained, and its responsibilities properly
enforced, wé conceive that principle and sound policy
alike dictate, that all judicial officers should be elected
by the people. This proposition, though it is not now
entirely new, was at the first regarded, by many sound
republicans, as a dangerous innovation upon furmer
usage ; and the objection has been urged, that the
great mass of the peoople could not be supposed to
have that perfect scquaintance with the particulur

Corresgondence of fhe Journal of Commerce.
W assiscrox, Jan. 5, 1846,
Tie Lizutenan!l-Generalship Repudialed !

The House repudintes the measures recommended
by the Administration, just as fust as they are pro-
sented. So moch unammity on lmportant questions
is unusual in the House, i bodes good o the coun-
try, as | hope, though the Administration may be
embarrassed, and some personal intercets and political |
combinations be crushed by it.

The Military Committee of the House reported
this morning unfavorably upon that part of the Presi-
dent’s Message which relates to * the appointment of
a General officer to take command of all our military
furces in the Geld,” with a resolution that the same
lie on the table.

There was a general shout of Jaughter and approv-
al, and the report was concurred in nem. con. |
So the tlouse decides that the President shall not
be relieved from any responsibility properly belonging |
to him in relation to the conduet of this war,

The effoct of the appointmen: of a Lieotenant- |
General would have been, as it was considered here, |
t interpose that officer, in the person of Mr. Benton,
between the President and Congress, and relieve the
President from a portion of his just responsibility.

Sketch of the Debate
In the House of Representatives, whilst in Commitiee

of the Whole, on the bill to provide for calling a

Conoenlion lo change the Conslilulion.

Mr. SecresT remarked that the bili before the com-
mitiee presented a highly important question, upon
which he found himself compelled to differ from mos! |
of his political friends. Under such circumstances
he desired 10 give his views, at some length; other-
wise he would have rewained silent.

The first point, to which he wished to direct the
attention of the committee, was, that the call for a
convention, could not noew be made, under or in ne-
cordance with the «ighth article of the constitution.
It provides that in every twelfth year a poll should be
opened for the people to vote for or against a conven-
tion, and the year just passed was not that year. If
this article excluded the people from holding a poll for
this purpose, on any other year, then, it is obvious,
that peither they nor the Legislature could advance a
step further on this subject. It became material,

\t}mrrﬁ-m. to inquire how far it is obligatory.

If the eighth article, as is contended for by many,
was intended to preclude the people from holding a
poll for & convention at any other time than every
twelfth year, he held it to be a nullity. It then con-
flicted with the second section of tie first article of

| amended.

. Congress cannot desire that Mr. Polk shall take the | 1he constitution, which declares, * That all power is
ﬁf‘ld u_‘ ptrsuu ilﬂﬂ‘i‘elr. alld it fU"u“'s l’lﬂt ﬂw}' B-'I(" ."'lhcfﬂ'ﬂt in the I'N'.‘O'p]e: nnd nll rree go\-em["ents are
peet bim to earry on the war or make a peace by aid | founded on their authority, and instituted fur their
of military or diplomatic officers now known to the | peace, safety, and happiness. For the advancement
laws, J

qualifications of iadividuals, which is regarded as
necessary to a wise seiection. This objection would
apply with greater or less furce; to every office now
filled by the pupular choice ; and it is to be observed,
that the reason is constantly losing its force, from the
fact, that the law is every duy becoming more a pop-
ular science, and that as intelligence increases and

becomes more diffused, the objection will have Jess |

ground than even now. Dat there is a great funda.
mental principle, lying at the bottom of the proposi-
tion,—which is, that the people are the source and
depositaries of all power, and to them belongs its ex-
ercise, and to them all public agents are directly re-
sponsible. If then, we desire in good faith to conform
in all respects, to the true principles of our govern-
ment,—if we would carry into practical effect what
we profess,—namely, the doctrine that the people are
qualified, both by intelligence and virtue, to exercise
all the powers resident in them, we can find no suff-
cient warrant for making the judiciary an exception
to the great principle of universal suffrage.

The public mind has too long labored under an in-

definite notion, of the inviolability and independence |
Tiis idea had an honest origin, |

of judicial officers.
under a different form of government. In the days of
the star-chamber and commissions courts, it was the
odious practice of the king, to either procure the
judges to violate their conscience and the constitution,
for the

it convenient to ruin, or to place on the bench those

surpose of condemning those whom he found

supple tools of tyranny who had no conscience to yio-
late, and to whom oaths, constitutions and laws, were
idle tales. This was invading the independence of
Judges, and viclating the sacredness of judicial insti-
tutions. It would have been but justice, nay, it was
a solemn daty of the kings of England, to place men
in judicial stations, who had the highest regard to
the genius of the existing government, and to the
constitutional principles which controlled its adminis-
tration. The same is true in this country, excepting
in the circumstance, that here the sovercignty is in
the hands of the people, and their will is both sover-
eign, and the highest Jaw possible to humar institu-
tions. The reason of the rule for which we centend,
becomes in this view imperative. Leaving such ap-
pointments in the hands of the chief magistrate, is
one of those badges of monarchy which have survived
among us, in spite of the republican basis of our
govermcutal regulations in general.
.elect the inferior magistrates, and in some States,

yment in such manner as they think proper."

| utter and uncompromising hostility of the House to a | ers in ) ‘
Here it is Jaid down by the framers of the constitu-

| duty on tea and coffee. What plan for meeting the | : : :
| known deficit in the means of the treasury for this | tion that the right to alter it oxists af all {imes with
| and the next fiscal year will be adopted cannot be ‘ the people—a night “ unelienable ™ and ** indefeasibie,”
foreseen. The loan will fail unless Congress author- | that is, one which cannet be transferred for a moment.
ize one at seven per cent. and will allow even that to | Yet, if the eighth article is not a nullity, it takes
be negotiated below par, and this Congress will not | away this right for periods of twelve successive vears,
jo. Revenue adequate to the payment of the interest | [t forbids the people to alter or reform their govern-

G,
on the luans, and the ordinary expenditures also of | ment, except by its permission, and that is given eve-
| the Government, must be raised, and the question is, | ry twelfth ycar only. Is such yeer, then, *‘af all
| what new tax shall be imposed ? times,” or such right “unalienable’ or *“*indefeasible 1

luf these ends, they have, af all times, an unal:_onahle-
We have every hour additional evidence of the' and indefeasible right to alter or reform their gov- |

[t seems probable that the only mode that the |

Chief Justice Marshall's opinion goes still further,

House will sgree to will be an increase of the rateof | for he declares that if the right of the people to re- |

d

form their government should be alienated, that gov- |

they could not be divested of it."” Gales and Seaton’s
debates, vol. 12, part 1, p. 1036.
On this pint he would introduce but one more au- |
thority, '
[n the revision of the constitution o©
P oposition was introduced before the convention pre-

| seribing the mode by which the constifution should be |

It was rejected on the ground that a ma- |
jority of the people Lad a right, at ali times, and in |
whatever manner they pleased to alter or amend their
constitution, and therefore such provision would he a |
nullity, The vote by which it was rejected was 25 for |
it, 63 against it. Amongst those opposing 1t are the

| most eminent statesmen of Virginian. To show who

they are he would read the vote. .-

w Noes, Messrs. Barbour, (President) Jones, Leigh
of Chesterficld, Taylor of Chesterfield, Giles, Brod-
nax, Dromgoole, Alexander, Goode, Marshail, (chief
justice) Taylor, Nichols, Clopton, Anderson, Coffman,
Harrison, Williamson, Baldwin, Johnson. MeCoy,
Moore, Beirne, Mason of Southampton, Trezvant,
Chiiborne, Urgehart, Randolph, Leigh of Halifax,
Logan, Veuable, Madison, (ex-president,) Stanard,
Holliday, Henderson, Osborue, Cooke, Griggs, Pen-
dleton, George, Byan, Roane, Taylor of Carolina,

Morris, Cloyd, Chapman, Matthews, Oglesby, Dun- |

can, Laidley, Barbour of Culpepper, Scott, Green,
Tazewell, Loyall, Prentiss, Grigsby, Campbell of
Bedford, Branch, Townes, Martin, Pleasants, Gordon,
Massie, Bates, Neale, Rose, Coalter and Perrin.

Still it may be urged that all this is but the right of
revolution, which no one denies, but that it 1s not
this right which a people exercise in amending their
constitution. He would ask, then, if it is not this
| right, what right is it? He maintained that it is the
exercise of that same sovereign power of the people,
{and the term * reeoluiion™ has distinguished 1t, sim-
| ply, because in the history of the world, tyrants have
| endeavored to eoutrol the people asserting it, by wag-
| ing deadly warfare against them. In 1776, the dec-
| laration of independence was, in itself peaceful, and
|it was not those who made it, but George 1[i. wha
caused those hostilities, which we distinguish by the
name of *‘the war of the revolution.,” But few

| greater changes in the principles of government |amendments.

could be made than we made in adonting the present
constitution of the United States, yet was that revolu-

ligious world may have to the religious
tus writer, his political prineciples have always been |
approved in this country. He says:

“ Government

[ Virginia 2 |in any debate respecting the principles or modes of | difficulty in making up the instalment
It is pot for the | at the price which the land now bexrs.

furming or chenging constitutions. |
benefit of thuse who exercise the powers of govern- |

ment that constitutions, and the governments jssoing |
from tliem, are established. In all those matters, the |

and interest, boughigland.
hae no right to make itself a party |owe for the land thus bought, and will have great

opinions of | to sell; and many poor men, as soon as they could

raise enough to make the first payment of principal
Many of these men mow

s yet unpaid,

Now .f these
two funds were united, the result would be to mise
the price of the Blue Dog for & while: but the lands
will regulate the price of the serip in spite of legia-

right of judging and acting are 1 those who pay, Iilinn. although pl‘rltnpq rsr"-l Lefore some poor mes—
and nol those who receive,” | nay many poor men, shall have Jost their land, to-
Again: !gr-l}u-r with all they have paid on it and whatever
“The laws which are enacted b\" govemmcu:s, '-]'lnl'nlﬁh'rll-‘.r:t\ ii:L’}‘ have made. Now the sCTip which
control men only as individuals; but the mation, |was issued for the rwmi.lthun_of the rnna-i enst of
through the constitution, controls the whole govern- |the mouth of the Tippeeanoe river, and redeemable
ment, and Gas a natural ability =o to do, The final fur the ]um}s_npprn;'rmw'd for that purpose has risen
controlling power, therefore, and the original consti- | n value. It is now worth ninety cents on the dollar ;
tuting power, are one and the same power.” |u hilst the scrip issued for the completion of the
If we now pass this bill, we determine the time canal west of the mouth of the Tippecanoce river,
and manner by which amendments to our constitution |and redecmable by the lands appropriated for that
are to be made. In so doing we make ourselves a |purpose, is worth no more than fifty cents on the dol-
“party® *‘to control the whole government.” It lar. Now what docs this bill propose! Neither
belongs to those who made the constitution and .the | more nor less than that the buyers of the Blue Dog
legislature to do this—with them, then let us leave |lands shall help the buyers of the White Dog lands
the whole subject. |to pay for their farms, which cannot be looked upon
Believing that this is not the proper time ; that we |in any other light, by any man in this legislature,
are not authorized to make a cuall for a convention ; | than as manifest injustice.

and that governments should not be changed for light

Mr. W, believing that the members of the legis-

‘and transient causes, e wouid oppuse the bill. As |lature were fully prepared to vote on the side of jus.
|an individoa), he desired to sce associate judges |tice, would leave it to the members of the House to
abolished ; biennial meetings only of the legislature; | determine. He would, however, before he sat down,
the county seminary system changed: the legislature | remind the House of another good reason why those
restricted as to borrowing money for banking and | funds should be kept apart. It was, that the White
internal improvement purposes ; and other alterations. | Dog lands were situate along the line of canal, five
But whatever his individual opinions might be, they | miles on either side, consisting of alternate sections,
could not confer power upon him to vote for a call fur | selected, and all, or nearly all, sold ; while the great-
| a convention. | er portion of the Blue Dog lands lay at a distance of
i No one, from the vote of last August, could mis- _l'mm twenty to forty miles from the canml, by far the
' take the feelings of the people on this question. 1fa | greater part of which was yet unsold; aud much of
| convention were now called, the resull, in all proba-
bility, would be a rejection of the constitution; and
| the excitement caused by the expenses of the conven-
tion, especially under the embarassed condition of
the State, would prevent for a long period, the proper

which would not sell at any price, owing to their
inferior quality, These lands were laken en masse
without any selection, let them turn out to be good or
hl(*.

Mr. Dole said, this is a question of much more

The people now l

| revenue standard, and the unposition of an excise on
distilled spirits. The reduction and graduation bill
may add & million and a half to the revenue; but it
is yet uncertain 'whether it will become a law.

next.

The next subject of importance is the exelusion of
slavery from the territories to be acquired from Mex-
On this point the House will be inexorable,—

o,

| There are symptoms that this question will shake the

pre<ent foundation of things in polirical parties.

The next important question 1s that relative to the
improvement of rivers and harbors, and here the Ad-
| ministration is in a fearful minority ; and the ques-

tion is gathering =0 much strength that it alone can
destroy an adverse party.

CUn the first or second day of the session [ referred
in a brief :nra:r:;;-h to this slate of things, predict-
ing that it would soon become apparent. The pre-

diction wns sald in =
asserted that, on the contrary, the democratic mem-
bers of the House were united in sapport of the
measures of the administration, &c. But what do
we sce! The Administration is in a minority on
every purely Administration question. There 1s no
Polk party—no Admimstration partly, properly speak-
ing, in the House,

Mr. Preston King, by way of making known his
position on the slave r_\.'. nur-;-!inn. asked leave this
morning to make a personal explanation. In refer-

ence to the article of the Union of last night, on the |

sebject of his bill, he explained, that the Mexican
war must necessarily end in the cession of territory
to the U. §.;

tended into any territory thus acquired
RatLroap 1o Oresox.— Almost daily we are iu
the babit of reading something in the papers in favor
of a Railroad to Uregon, to terminate somewhere
near the mouth of the Columbia river.

Louis, except interested persons who contemplate in

uty on the articles now dutiable, up to the highest |

ume prints to be jdle, and it was|

and that it was u fixed principle with |
him and with all his constituents and with all the de- |
mocracy of the north, that slavery should not be ex- |

I fear that none write communications in favor of
the immediate prosecution of that road beyond St.|

those of the higher grade; and wherey i- : .
shsnt Bas Diis iE tod £ ; - bee rheruer the experi l some way or other to have some stealings from it.

» 3 iricd, it hase u found to be eminently Will some one competent, please inform the publie
suceessful. So will be every reforni which shall have | what 3,000 miles of railway would be likely to cost,
fur its basis the noble principle, that the people are in | With its bridges, water stations, machine shops, cars,

all respects capable of self-government. | locomotives, &e. &e.7 How many men per mile are
g i | necessary to repair the road and watch the turnouts,

. tfa'([t?d.)*
ult., & Mr. Joha Shaman, liviag some eight or nine :
miles north of that place, was most inhumanly mar-

"l‘he Whig Pariy and the War.
We confess that we are astonished at the course of

the Whig perty in Congress and elsewhere, on the |

subject of the Mexican war. We had supposed that
the scorching rebukes received by the tories who
aopposerd and condemned the war of the revolution,
and the lasting infamy heaped upon the successors

of the same party who again in 1812 espoused

the cause of the common enemy against their

own country, would have been sufficient warning |

to that party and to all parties, to avoid a similar
course in all future time. But we were deceived
in them, —we find them ngain as usual, giving
““aid and comfort ™ to the public enemy by agitating
in the councils of the nation the most distracting
questions in the most critical and inauspicious times,
—refusing to vote the necessary war duties,—vehe-
mently condeming the] administration, and publishing
to the enemy that their cause is just, and giving them
to understand that there is a large and powerful party
in this country who sympathize with them! Their

our previous struggles with a foreign foe,—and the
same crushing infamy which has rested and will for-
ever rest upon the tories of the revolution and the
opposers of the late war, will also surely be visited
by future generations upon their memory ! Let them
look to it?

Loox Ovur !=The *“old cock™ is about again, and
would be very happy to hear from his friends without
a more poinied call;—2specially some of those who
have notes due about Christmasand New Year's. A
few days will enable us to **catch up,” and depend
upon it, businzss must bs Aurried. We have been

+ engy enough to satisfly any one; and being * pushed,”

we most ~* push™ in tura. Hop3 this will be sufi-!

Mynoer.~We learn from the New Cas-
Courier, that on the morning of the 26th

dered by some unknown person or persons. IHe had

risen from lhis bed, dressed himsglf, and stepped out of

bis houso for some purpose, when he wasattacked and
so beaten and brused, that he died in about an hour
afterwards. When firs’ discovered by his family, he
was endeavoring to make his way into the house, but
was 50 far goae as to be unable to give any informa.
tion of the murder.

New Parer.—We acknowledge the receipt of the

- Daily Madisonian, a very respectable sized sheet,

just commenced at Madison, Ind., by Messrs. Foster
& Reed. It seems to be neutral in polities. Tt should
be sustained by the Madisonians, as therein depends

its sulliciency and success. The proprietors have our
best wishes.

(r-Governor Young and Lieut. Gov, Gardiner, of

R‘w' York, were sworn into office on the 1st of Janu-
ary, in the Capitol, at Albany. Ex-Governor Wright

- was present, and congratulated his successor. The

oaths of office were edministered by Mr. Benton,
Secretary of State.

(r-information was received yesterdsy by Tele-
graph, says the Pittsburgh Post, that delegates in the
city and covnty of Philadelplia ia favor of Governor
Shook’s re-nomination had been carried by large ma-

jorities. Also that York county had gove in the

J -'-I-'
e

same way., This it is said may be regarded as deci-

¥ o r "‘i’ =
=l i v | I

| eut and store fuel, in the machine shops, and around

course is exactly the same now that it was in both |

the depots. [ apprehend it would require the whole |
white population west of Independence, Mo. to act
as mere servants on the line, allowing it was now
built and in operation; and tv prevent the Indians
| and storms from destroying the road—would require
an army of ten thousand soldiers, laborers besides.

It will be time enough fur the government of the
United States to make railroads beyond St. Louis,
when the people shall have completed roads from |
New York to St. Louis, or to the Mississippi river. |

The great State of New York, with its dense popu- |
lation, and with the greatest possible inducements,
thousands of passengers and thousands of tons of
freight waiting to be daily carried from either end,
can scarcely find the means to complete a road about |
a tenth of the distance towards Oregon.

Such a railroad will be, but not within forty years;
and when the passenger for Canton has just taken a |
| flying trip to Astoria, he will be about eight thousand |
| miles from Canton, and by stopping at the Sandwich
| Islands (two thousand six hundred miles) to land pas-

sengers and procure conl, and exchange cargo, &ec.,
' he will have sailed some ten thousand miles or more
before reaching Canton. |
How very few persons while talking of the railroad

| to Oregon ever consult a map. In my humble opin- |
ion, the road would cost from St. Louis seventy-five
millions of dollars, and 100 passengers per day (36,- |
500 per aunum,) at $200 each, would not pay ex-
pvns&“ﬁ. |
Let the Government of the United States, (but not |
Mr. Whitney,) select a strip of country, defining it, |
and let poople of good moral character of sll nations |

|

ernment would cease to be republican.
ters not for how long that right 1s alienated. 7o lim-
it or hinder its exercise is an alienation, totally in-

The | compatible with the terms uscd by the framers of our |
Senate have made 1l the order of the day for Monday | constitution in the second section referred to, and |

with that republican form of government which is the
birthright of every American citizen. He therefore
assamed this position, that the people, by no constilu-
| tional provision, could fake from themselves, or re-
strain, or limil their right, to alter or amend their
conslilulions.

To support this position, he would now turn to au-
| thorilies.

The first, although of a negative character, was of
| great weight on a question of this kind. In his in-
| vestigations he had not found a single American wri-
| ter or statesman of any celebrity, maintaining a con-

trary opinton. If there were any, he hoped he would
| be referred to them.
Chief Justice Marshall, in 4th Wheaton's Reports
| 405, savs:

“ It has been said that the people had already sur-
rendered all their powers to the State sovereignlies,
and had nothing more to give. Butsurely the question
whether they may resume and modify the powers

| granted to the government, does not remain to be set-
tled in this country.”

The next authority, to which he would direct the
attention of the committee, was that of Judge Wilson,
a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence, a distin-
guished professor of law, and who, from his works,
seems to have been in advance of Mr. Madison him-
self. In his Lectures on Law, volume 1, page 17, he
says:

* Permit me to mention one great principle—the
vilal principle, I may well eall it—which diffuses an-
imation and vigor through sll others. The principle |

mean is this: that the supreme or sovereign power of

| society resides in the citizens af large; and that,

therefore, they always relain the right of abolishing,
altering, or amending their constitulion, in whalever
' manner they shall deem expedient.”

In his works, vol. 3, p. 202, he says:

“ Perhaps some politician, who has not considered
with suflicient accuracy our political systems, would
answer that, in our government, the supreme power
was vested in the constitution. ‘This opinion approach- |
es a step nearer to the truth, (than the supposition
that it resides in the Legislatures,) but does not reach
it. The truth is, that, in our government, the su-
preme, absolute, and uncontrollable power remains
in the people. As our constitutions are superior to

| our legislatures, so the people are superior to our con-

stitutions; indeed, the superiority of this last instance |

|is much greater; for the people posssess, over our

constitutions, control in act as well as right.”

Apain he says:

* As 10 the people, however, in whom the sovereign
power resides, from their authority the constitution
originates; in their hands it is as clay in the hands of
the potter; they have the rigit to mould, to preserve,
to improve, to refine, and to finish it as they please.
If so, can it be doubted that they have the right like-
wise to change it!” Vol. 1, p. 410.

Aunother extract from the works of the same au-
thor:

* The dread and redoubtable sovereign, when trared
to his uitimate and genuine source, has been fuund— |

| as he ought to have been found in the free and inde-!

pendent man. This truth, so simple and natural, and
yet so neglected or despised, may be appreciated as
the first and fundamental principle in the science of
government.” Lectures on Law, vol. 1, p. 25,

But it may be said that these authorities declare
only, what no one will deny, the right of revolution.

| Granted that it is this right to which they refer, does

it not necessarily follow, that the people cannot be
divested cf the right, and that it can be legitimately
exercised al all times, to awend or abolish existing |
constitutions. For if the people can divest themselves
of it at all, then it would be alienable; and unexpec-

| ted evils, as under the &:ticles of confederation, |

would have to be endured until the right again re-

verted to the people. Bul there are authorities against |
the limitation of the power of the people as 1o alter- |

If so, it mat- |

exercise of that right of revolution which wag com-
menced in 1776, Hence it is that Judge Wilson thus
speaks :
* These important truths are far from being merely
speculative ; we, at this moment, speak and delibe-
rate under their immediate and benign influence. To
| the operation of these truths, we are to ascribe the
scene, hitherto unparalleled, which America now
| exhibits to the world—a gentle, a peaceful, a volun-
| tary, and a deliberate transition from one constitution
of government to another, (from the contederation to
|the constitution of the United States.) In other
| parts of the world, the idea of revolulion in govern-
ment is, by u mouruful and indissoluble association,
| connected with the idea of wars, and all the calami-
ties attendant on war.
“ But happy experience tenches us to view such
revo/ylions 1n a very different light—1to consider them

|

| as progressive steps in improving the knowledge of
' | government, and increasing the happiness of scciety | nal to Terre Haute as the navigable point on the Wa-

and mankind.” —Wilson’s Werks, vol. 3, p. 293.
| And again: |
“ A yevolution principle certainly is, and certainly

should be, taught as a principle of the constitution of

the United States, and of every State in the Union.
This revolution principle—that, the sovereign nower
| residing in the people, they may change their consti-

tution and government whenever they please, is nof a |

principle of discord, rancor or war : it i1s a }'-‘riru'f-
ple of melioration, conteniment and yeace.”—Wilson's
Lectures, vol. 1, p. 2i.

Authority of this kind might well settle the ques-
tion, whether the right of revolution is not a peaceful
as well as a warlike remedy ; but he would still fur-
ther show it, by a brief examination into the nature
of the right.

In Europe the divine right of Kings to rule had
been asserted, and by military power had been main.
taind. When Payne attacked this assertion, and
declared that the natural right to govern themselves

existed in the people, Burke, in reply, insisted that|

government derived its power from heaven. Great
'and large as was this statesinan’s mind, he was
| forced to assume this untenable, and what appesrs to
us, ridiculous position, to aveid, en the one hand, the
truths of Payne, and on the other, the odious docirine
of the jure divino right of Kings. Burke assumed
the position he diud, becavse Europe had not then ex-
hibited the spectacle of & majorily of the people
calmly and quietly reforming evils in their govern-
ment, but only the attempts of a fow, vainly strog-
gling to assert their rights against the armed power
of oppression. The sovereignty of the peuple Burke
could not therefore comprehend. Here, however, the
assertion of the right is not with a minority against
a majority, and therefore, followed by bloodshed ; but
a peaceful remedy in the hands of the majority to
remove cvils, which experience has pointed out in
their government. When, therefore, an American
spenks of the right of revolution, as exercised here,
e refers to an exercise of sovereign power by peace-
Jul means; as exercised in Earope by violent means.
He refere to an exercise of power here by the na-
Jorily ; there by the minorily. _

The right of revolution, then, cbtains for the cor-
rection of all evils in "government; ils exercise
belongs to the majority in lesser evils ; to the minor-
ity, in extreme cases only, b{ reason of those scenes
of strife and violence usual to its exercise by the
minorily.

Entertaining these views of the right of the peo-
ple to alter or amend their constitution at any and all
times, and believing the eighth article of our consti-
tion, if a limitation on that rigit, a nullity ; the ques-
tion then occurs, by what authority can this Legisla-
ture call a convention! And this brought him to

The second point, to which he asked the attention
of the committee.

[t has been seen that with us, and under existing
circumstances, the right to amend our constitution is
a peaccful right, which can be exercised by the
majorily alone. All admit that the people are sover-
eign; and that their wishes are spoken through the
majority only. Mr. Beoton, as we have seen, de-
clares that *‘the sovereign power to govern them-

be invited to occupy the same, giving to each family
sixty acres of land of their own selection within the
limits, taking care that none but American schools
and Awmerican principles shall exist among them.

Through that district to Oregon, et the government
first grade a national road with good bridges, &e.,
and the railroad will follow on its heels as fust as re-
quired, and the government may then loan them
$5,000 per mile at 4 per cent. per annum, for 20 years,
to facilitate the work. In this manner a road may be
built that will be a benefit to the nation and not a
humbug got up for the purpose of finding fat jobs for
cuonning contractors and fat places for decayed poli-
| ticians.—N. Y. Evening Posl.

Porurmicar Nickxases.—The Union, a few weeks
ego, declared its intention of calling the whigs federal-
ists. [mmediately therc arose from the dense array of
| opposition press an outcry of shame and horror at the

enormity of nicknames. The Baltimore American
avowed that it was the common resurt of a defeated
man to vilify his opponents.

Al of this a nused us exceedingly. To find presses
with “locofoco™ always in use, denouncing the term
“*federalist” as a nickname, made us lnugh heartily.

We do not mind nicknames; they reflect on those
who use them, not on those to whom they are applied.
Bat federalists and federalism are not nicknames.
They express certain doctrines and those who uplold
them ; and modern whigs, if true to their principles,
onght to be proud of a term once borne and gloried in
by such men as Hamilton, Jay, Pickering and others.

We do not use the term ourselves, because the party
fo whom it is applied calls itself whig, and from pure
courtesy we use the same name. No one presumes
for a momeust that we intend any approval of that
name. We do not believe the termat all appropriate;
in truth, from having been borne by our forefathers in
the revolution, it should have been deemed too sacred
1o be dra into party contests. .

The (rather misdeeds) of the whig party in its
alliances with native Amerficanism, apti-rentism, and
abolitionism, force us to believe that they are the le-
gitimate descendents of the ¥iRsT wiiG. [*“The first
whig, sir, was the Devil."—Dr. Joknson.] And now,
in conclusion, we admit that the word whig 4s a wicx-
name, '

Bows Sarrus.—There are six hundred and twenty
tons bomb shells at the western railroad depot, in
any, which were manuofactured at Troy, destined
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| ing their constitution—call the exercise of that power
' by what name you will—which he would now lay be-
| fore the committee. .

Rawle, one of the ablest commentators on our con-
stitution, says:

* Vattel justly observes, that the perfection of a
| State, and its aplitude to fulfil the ends proposed by
society, depend wpon its constitution. The first
duty to itseif is to form the best constitution possible,
and one most suited to its circumstances; and thus
it lays the fowdation of its safety, permanence, and
happiness. But the best constitution that can be
formed with the most anxious deliberation that can
be bestowed uvpon it, may, in practice, be found im-
perfect and inadequate to the true interests of society.
Alterations and amendments then become desirable.
The people relain—Lthe people cannol, perhaps, divest
themselves of the power to make such allerations. A
moral power equal to, end of the same nature with
that which made, alone can destroy.
one legislature may be repealed by another legislature,
and the power lo repeal them cannol be withheid by the
power that enacled them. So the people may, on the
same principle, al any time aller or abolisk the consti-
tution they have formed. This has been frequently
I‘l;:}dle&ct‘.lb]] done by several of these States since
1776. U a particular mode of effecting such altera-
tions has been agreed upon, i is most convenent lo
adhere lo if, BUT 1T 18 NOT EXCLUSIVELY BINDING.'
Rawle on the constitution, p. 17.

To the same point Judge Wilson thus speaks :

* The consequence is, that the people may change
the constitution, whenever and however they please.—
This is a right of which no positive institution can
deprive them,” Wilson's works, vol. 3, p. 203,

Ir. Benton is distinguished smong the eminent
statesmea of our time, for his erodition and patient
and laborious investigation. Whatever may be his
sentiments on the political measures of the day, and
however widely we may differ from bim, yet his opin-
ion on such a question as is now before us, is entitled
to the greatest weight. This Senator, in his speech
in the Senate of the Uniled States, upon the admis-
sion of Michigan, remarked : ‘

The laws of

selves was in the majorily, and they could not be
divested of it." Judge Wilson says, **of the right
of a majorily of the whole people 1o change their gov-
ernment at will, there is no doubt.” Now, this ma-
jorily cannot act by a mere plurality, because a plu-
'rality is not known except under a constitution. In
| many States even the constitutions wonld not permit
it to decide the most trivial and temporary matters.
| In delegated authority it is sometimes allowed, but in
sovereign, never. Are we authorized, then, by the
majority of the people, to call a convention !

At the last August election there were cast 126,869
votes, and but 32,5621 of them for n convention, that
|is, but a little more than one-fourth of the people.
W;.- were not, then, authorized by them to pass this
bill.

But it is contended here that, =s the representatives
lof the people, we have, in our legislative capacity,

the right to call for a convention—nay, even to frame
& new constitution and preseat it to the people—for
the only exercise of their sovereign power is in
voling to receive or reject the new conmstitution. To
such a doctrine he could not subscribe; for the people
then, would have no voice in selecting agents to de-
clare their wishes as to what provisions the constitu-
tion should contain. They may use the legislature
as a convenient medium through which to express
their wishes, but the people, and the people only,
have the right to determine at what fime and in what
manner, their constitutions are to be revised. There
may be evils which they may wish to correct, but the
time to do so may be unpropitious. The public mind
may be too much agitated on other questions to act
with that calm deliberation essential to a wuseful
change of the government. Again: The public
mind may not be entirely satisfied of the expediency
of some changes proposed. Time, therefore, becomes
material ; and it is not for us, but for the people to
determine that.

Independent of all this, he desired to know, wheth-
cg oinr tp;wm;:n no; liitedhby the constitution ?

t the spea us; but now, it is
a‘u{ed. that we should w‘?ﬂm How has it come
to pass, that we, & department of the ment,
have the power of ! “As our constitu-

‘‘are superior to our
Fuperior to our consti-
ltugen thir
we
order. What right have we to

of has

As a question of expediency zlone, he
conld not, then, vote fur the bill. :
|  He owed an apology to the committee for baving,

| hoped, in the importance of the subject, it would find
some excuse for him.

* Wabash and Erie Canal Serip.

| Mr. Cassatt, from the select committee to whom was
referred the joint resolution on the subject of the Wabash
and Erie canal scrip, made a report on that subject, of
which the following is a very brief abstract,

Mr. Cassatt, on the subject of the Wabash and Erie
canal serip, reported that they had inquired into the ori-
| g'n of the basis upon which the different kinds of scrip

have been issued, and the committee believed that there
| was but one grant of lands made by Congress for the
completion of said canal from the lakes 1o Terre Haute.
That the grant was made for the express purpose of con-
necting the lake with the navigable water of the Wabash,
‘ leaving that point to be selected by the State ; and under
| thig act lands were selected to construct the canai to La-
fayette, with the impression that the Wabash river was
| navigable to that point. When this impression was found
| to be erroneous, A selection was made (o continue the ca-

i bash river. This grant was investigated by Congress,
and confirmed to the State, not as a new grant, but ns

| lands the State bhad a right to under the original grant
made 1o connect the waters of the lukes with the naviga-
| ble waters of the Wabash ; and consequently that any

act of the Legislature to divert those funds from the ob-

ject contemplated by Congress, is a breach of the trust
( confided in the State by Congress,

| That the State in accepting those lands pledged her
| faith for the final completion of said canal; also, that it

should be completed within twenty years, (which period
| expires Lthe present year) but that the canul would have

been completed within the specified time; but for the

Legislature of 1842 diverting a portion of the grant from
its legitimate purpose.

| 'T'hat the interests of the State was prejudiced by a dis-

tinction made by the canal east and the canal west of La-
| fayette.
| “T'hat the law should be abolished, and that the fund be

| applied in the most judicions manner to secure a speedy
and expeditious consumation of the work.
The repost concluded by answering argumenis against

| the adoption of this poliey.
A bill on the subject of the Wabash and Erie canal
| serip was substituted instead of the joint resolution, and
| its passage recommended by the committee.

Mr. Secrest said the question was not whether
‘one portion of the country was more favored than
| another—it was not one of sectional importance, but
one in which the whole State was interested. The
question was whether the legislature would obstruct
the progress of this canal, and forever cripple the
| energies of its friends. That wembers should divest
:llmms(-lvcr.a. of all loeal prejudi_ccu, and should have
| regard to sustaining the credit of both classes of
scrip, instead of depreciating the one that the market
value of the other should be enhanced.

That it was evident that there was but one grant
—that the memorialists supposed Lafayette would be
{ the head of navigation on the Wabash river, and as
| So0n as it was discovered that the river was not navi-
 gable to that place, it was changed, and Terre Haute
was substituted and more lands granted, not to con-
[ struct a new work, but to carry on the canal in ac-
| cordance with the design had in making the first

rrant.

- Mr. Witsox said he was rather taken by surprise
at the report coming from the select committee of
[nhich he was a member, at this time, as well as at
the course pursued by the chairman of that commit-
tee. He [Mr. W.] had made strict inquiry of one of
: the members of that committee, the gentleman from
|Cass, [Mr. Palmer,] at what time the committee
| would meet, and was informed by bim [Mr. Palmer]
that he did not know. That the gentleman from
| Wabash [Mr. Cassatt] was chairman. Immediately
|on the adjournment of the House, at noon, be [ Mr.
\W.] went to the gentleman from Wabash, and in-
|quired of him when he would call the committee
iugether to investigate that subject. The reply which
he received was, that he [Mr. C.] would call the com-
mittee together as soon as the House should adjourn
in the afternoon. He [Mr. W.] heard no more on
the subject until a few minutes ago, when he was
called from his seat into the lobby by a member of
the committee. There he was met by the gentleman
from Wabash, [ Mr. Cassatt,] who said he was ready
to report, He [Mr. W.] insisted upon a delay until
he could have time to investigate the matter. The
gentleman from Wabash [Mr. Cassatt] then went to
his seat, and in a fev' mutes made his report. It
was due, Mr. W. thought, to himself as well as to
other members of the committee, if it were only on
the score of courtesey, to have been allowed en op-
portunity to inform himself of the matters contained
tn the report, and to investigate the subjoct satisfac-
torily. Ec thought that he ought to have had the
privilege of conferring freely with the committee on
the subject, before a report was made.

And now, said Mr. W, for a short history rela-
tive to the matter of this canal serip. The Congress
of the Upited States donated certain lands 10 the
State of Indiana for the purpose of completing a
canal from the Ohio hne east, 1o Lafayette, that
being represented as a navigable point on the Wabash |
river. These lands consisted of alternate sections,
and extended along the line of the canal five miles on |
each side of it. The Legislature autlorized the
classifying of the lands; they were accordingly divi-
ded into three classes, the first class to be sold, if his
memory served -him right, si three dollars per acre;
the second class at two dollars per acre; and the
third class at one dollar and twenty-five cents per
acre. Scrip was issued, for the payment of which
this land was made the security. The lands were
first brooght into market in the year 1840. The
scrip depreciated in value from forty to fifty per cent.,
but the purchasers failed to avail themseives of the
opportunity of paying for their land while the scrip
was cheap. Congress afterwards granted other lands
to this State, for the pur, of enabling the State to
extend the canal from Lafayette to Terre Haute.
This last grant was divided into three clasees; the
first class was valued at five dollars per acre, the
second at three dollars and a half, and the third at
two dollars. Serip was to be issued to the full
amount of the lands, as valued, and to be redeemable
in the said lands, although it was well known, the
lands being appraised at wmore than their cash value,
that the serip must iste. But the friends of
the measure persuaded themselves that the poor, the
laboring classes, could be hired to do the work of
digging the canal ut ten dollars a- month, and take
this

scrip at its face in it, which i
'l‘l:hmp;d:them:m O-‘ht:: i
of October, 1942, a part of la

into market—that is to say,

| Sumner, Major Burbridge being

importance to the State than many members may
suppose. Il it were a question of the relative value
of the two kinds of scrip which are already issued,

tion peaceful and mild—and but the completion of the | contrary to Lis custom, so long detained it; but he |then it would be as the gentleman from Nuoble seems

| 1o suppose it to be—a local guestion—confined to the,
persous holding this scrip, and to tiie purchosers of
canal lands, in which the State would Lave but little
| interest ; but such is not the case; it is a great State
| question, and one in which every county and every
| citizen has and ought to feel an interest. The ques-
ton is, whether the State will apply the lands donnted
| by the general grant fur the construction of ihe Wa-
tbash and Erie canal, to its legitimale ohject, and
| thereby carty out it in good faith the trust committed
to them, or whether the Legislatore will longer con-
| tinne upon her statutes the law of 1242, whicl sepa-
| rates this fund into sectional divisions, retarding the
prosecution of the work without any corresponding
good accruing to the State, or any considerable por-
(tion of her citizens. The gentleman from Noble
‘seems lo suppose that the lands east and west of
Tippecanoe are separate grants for separate works;
| but this is not the case, as he will find by reference
o the acts of Congress upon this subject. In 1827
:!he Congre:s of the United States granted to the
States of Olizo and Indiana a quantity of lands equal
to every alternate section, five miles in width along
the whole line of the Wabash and Erie canal, for the
| purpose of constructing said work, which the act
| declares expressly is to conoect the waters of the
Lake with the navigable waters of the Wabazh, leav-
|ing that point on the Wabash to be selected by the
State of Indiana. Under this act the State proceeded
| to locate said canal to the mouth of Tippecanoe river,
| and the lauds granted were selected, 1o construct it to
|that point. Some years afterwards the State of
i Indiana believing the question open as fo the
Ipuitit on the Wabash where this canal should ter-
mnate, proceeded to make another sclection of
lands for the construction of this great work to Terre
Haute. This sclection of lands was duly reported to
| the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who,
doubting his authority to confirm the grant, referred
the subject to the President, and by him it was laid
| before Cengress, By their action upon the subject, it
was clear that they intended, not to make a new
grant, but to confirm the selection made under the
original grant; consequently there can be no other
| conclusion than that the wiwle grant from the Lake
{to Terre Haute is one and the same; and that any
!aclion of the State 1o separate the work or the fund is
| not only injurious to the interest of the State, but is
& breach of the compact entered into by the State with
the General Government. It is wrong, therefore, in
the Legislature of the State to consider this as a
local question, confined only to the upper and lower
Wabash country. These funds were improperly sep-
arated in the legislative enactments of 15342, and it is
improper in the Legislatore to continue this separa-
tion. The duty as well as the policy of the State is
to apply all the funds granted by the United States tq
the spredy completion of this work. Had this course
been pursued heretofore, the canal would now have
been completed to Terre Haute, and a proper applica«
tion of these funds will yet complete this work to that
poict within two years. As to the question of pe-
ducing the value of one of these **dogs,” and ad-
vancing the other, it is a question ‘with which the
State has nothing to do: the State issues this scrip as
par funds, and redeems it as such, and all the legisla-
tion upon the subject should be with a view to its par
value. Mr. D. hoped this question would be weil
understood before it was acted upon, and with a view
of giving members an opportunity of examining the
subject, he would move to lay it upon the table.

Mr. Cassatt said, he regretted extremely that he
was dragged into this debate. That be had net in-
tended saying one word uvpon the subject, as he had
given his reasons at length in the report he had just
submitted, and he would now content himself witiare-
plying to the gratuitvus remarks of the geatleman
from Noble.

That gentleman, said Mr. C., complains bitterly
that there was not more ettiquette observed in calling
together the select committee—that he was neither
ticketed or publicly notified to be and appear in the
House of Representatives at a certain hour to sit in
conclave on this grave question of amalgamating dogs.
Now I feel all due penitence for this great error, but
in extenuation of my erime, | must plead that the ap-
pearance of my old friend from Noble misled me. I
did not euppose that an honest-faced, bard-fisted old
demoerat, such as he appeared to be,would be so disturb-
ed about an infraction of the rules of ettiquette. I
did not suppose that he was in the habit of receiving
in his county gilt paper billets mviting him to log
rollings, &ec., and reasonably supposed that the old
gentleman would aghere to his home customs, and re~
ceive a friendly invitation in the lobby to consult upon
the fate of our dogs. But such was my mistake. The
gentleman not only manifested an unfurgiving spirif,
but in the magnitade of his wrath he proclaims that I
have smuggled into this House, without the consent
of the members of the commitiee, the report and bill
just submitted. In answer to this charge, I shall only
say, that [ hold myself ready to prove that that report
and bill was submitted to every member of the com-
mittee excepl the geutleman from Cass, who was not
present—that a majority directed me to report the bill,
and that there was no attempt by me or any other
member of the committee to prevent investigation or
suppress truth. BMr. C. said further, that he believed
the true reasons for the gentleman's denunciation was
not because he had no opportunity to examine the re«
port and bill, but beeause he could not delay action on
it. He was hostile to the meagure from its introdue~
tion into the House, and because hie was foiled in this
attempt to delay the measure, he chose to denounce
me. The next time the old gentieman makes another
such attempt, I hope his cherges may savour more of
truth.

A r—

For THE 8EAT oF WAR.— Depariure of Gen. Seolt.
—The United States steamship Alsbama, Captain
Windle, left last night for Brazos Santiago, and it is
believed she will immediately proceed from thence to
Tampico. Gen. Scott and stafl were passengers on
board. Company A, U. 8. mounted riflemen, Captain
Loring and Lientenants Morris and Palmer; Compa-
ny B, Captain Sanderson and Lieut. Gordon ; Compa-
ny D, Capt. Pope and Lieuts. Claiborne and Hawkins;
Company E, Capt. Crittenden and Lieut. May; and
Company G, Capt. Simonson and Lieuts. Russell and
Gibbs, also left in the Alabama, and destined for

ico—the whole under the command of

to remain
here in consequence of illness. i Newton,
Lipton, Taylor, Lindsay, and Ewell, with a detach-
ment of men, will remain here sume daye, in ordert .

the shipment of the horses o
tehed at ear-

ies, which will ba :
Dec. 24,
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a‘lt’ndi_l_e moment.—N. 0y
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